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David Blackwell 

First and only African American to be a member of the National Academy of Science 

in 1965, a President of the American Statistical Society and a Vice President of the 

American Mathematic Society.

Edward A. Bouchet

The first African American to earn a doctoral degree in the United States, Dr. 

Bouchet earned his PhD in Physics from Yale University in 1876.

Dr. Etta Zuber

Devoted her career to encouraging and increasing opportunities for minority women 

in the field of science. Through her efforts she transformed Spellman College into a 

hub for African American women who are pursuing mathematics and science. 

Evelyn Boyd Granville

One of the first African American women to earn a doctorate in mathematics from 

Yale University in 1949. She specialized in complex analysis. 

Benjamin Banneker

Known as one of the first African American intellects, he was a self-taught 

astronomer. 

Marjorie Lee Browne

One of the first African America women to earn a doctorate in mathematics in 1949, 

from the University  of Michigan. Browne focused on topology. 
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